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September 8, 2020 
 

Welcome Back! 

You will be receiving two email communications today.  This weekly outlines our school’s newest 
procedures and safety measures.  Later today, you will receive a welcome letter from your child’s 
teacher/educators. 
 

First Day of School Procedures 
 

Kindergarten ● Parents bring their children to the Kindergarten play area gate located near 
the main entrance of the school. 

● An educator will direct the child into their classroom where they will be greeted 
by their second educator 

● Children will sanitize their hands as they enter the classroom 
● Parents are not permitted into the Kindergarten play area.  Please do not 

congregate near the gate in order to allow all children to enter safely. 

Grades 1-5 ● Students in grades 1-5 will meet outside in the following area:  Please see the 
attached map for further details 

○ Grade 1 - doors at the far end of the tarmac (south west) 
○ Grades 2 and 3 - doors closer to the staff parking lot (south east) 
○ Grades 4 and 5 - doors closest to the child care centre (west) 

● Teachers will be standing outside with large signs with their name and grade 
● French Immersion teachers will have yellow signs 
● English program teachers will have green signs 
● Students will line up in front of their teachers on the Xs marked in chalk. 
● Students will maintain appropriate distances from one another 
● Once a teacher has all of their students, the class will enter the school 
● Parents, please do not congregate on the tarmac or near the doors.  We want 

to make sure our lineups and entry is as safe as possible for students and 
staff 

Grades 6-8 ● Students in Grades 6-8 do not need to line up outside.  
● Students will enter the building from the entrance closest to the child care 

centre on the west side of the building and proceed straight to their classroom. 
Students are to walk on the right side of the stairs and follow the directional 
arrows on the floor. 

● Teachers will greet students at their entry door and in the hallways and direct 
them to their classrooms if students do not know where to go. 

● All students are expected to wear a mask when they enter the building and to 
use hand sanitizer as they enter their classroom.  

● Reminder that students will NOT have access to lockers 
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*Any student who arrives late must go to the main entrance and ring the bell.  Office staff will let the 
student in.  Parents may not enter the building.  
 
On Monday, September 14 we will follow our “soft entry” procedures that were established last 
school year.  Students enter the building starting at 8:55am and go directly to their classrooms. 
Staff will be supervising throughout the school.  Once there, students will sanitize their hands and 
engage in independent reading until the bell rings at 9:10am.  Students may be dropped off at the 
Kiss and Ride, or may enter through the doors shown in the map below.  Please do not enter the bus 
loop.  Also please note directional signs for our Kiss and Ride. 
 

 

Masks 
 
All staff will be wearing masks and, if 2m distance can’t be maintained, a face shield throughout the 
day.  Students in grades 4-8 are required to wear masks inside the school and all other students are 
strongly encouraged to wear masks as well. 
 
Masks will be worn in classrooms, the washroom and while walking through the hallways. We 
suggest all students have 3 masks for use during the day.  One for the first block (arrival to recess), 
one for the middle block (morning recess to lunch), and one for the final block of the day (lunch 
recess to dismissal).  Clean masks should be sent in a paper or fabric bag, and another bag should 
be sent to store the used masks. 

 
 

mailto:viola.desmond.ps@yrdsb.ca


  

Ph: (905) 585-0033 & (647) 749-4316 Email: viola.desmond.ps@yrdsb.ca 
Twitter: @ViolaDesmondYR 

 

Hand Sanitizer 

YRDSB has recommended students to not bring their own hand sanitizer to school.  Please 
note some hand sanitizer may contain nut oils (ie almond/hazelnut oil) which is not safe for 
people with severe allergies. 

Recess 

As per Public Health guidelines, students will play with children within their cohort (up to 50 
students/cohort) in their designated play area.  Students will clean their hands before going outside 
for recess and when they reenter the classroom.  This means that we will have staggered recess 
times. 
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Lunch 

Students are strongly encouraged to stay at school for lunch.  All students will clean their hands 
before and after eating lunch.  They will eat lunch at their desks in their classrooms.  We are asking 
all members of our school community to participate in a “Boomerang Lunch” where everyone takes 
home all containers and garbage with them. This will allow our caretaking team to focus on cleaning 
and sanitizing high touch surfaces during lunch instead of collecting garbage. No lunch drop offs are 
permitted. 
 
Washrooms 

Each class has been assigned to a specific washroom.  Washrooms have maximum capacity signs 
posted outside as well as “wait here” decals if the washroom is full.  All hand dryers have been 
turned off and paper towel dispensers have been installed. 
 
Dismissal 

Students will be dismissed from specific doors unless they are attending Before and After Care, 
taking the school bus, or being picked up at the Kiss and RIde (not for Kindergarten or Grade 1). 
Please see the map below. 
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Classroom Locations 
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Visitors 

At this time we are limiting visitors to our building.  Meetings between school staff and families will 
happen virtually, and we will not be inviting volunteers or guest speakers into our school.  Please 
contact the school via phone or email should you have any questions. 
 
Message from Our Trustee 

As we begin a rather different start to the school year, I want to take this opportunity to welcome all 
new and returning students and families. Whether you are returning to school in person or 
participating in remote, online learning, we look forward to welcoming you into safe, inclusive and 
engaging learning spaces.  
 
Staff members have been working hard over the summer months with the Ministry of Education and 
public health experts to develop a reopening plan that prioritizes the health, safety and well-being of 
our students and ensures that important health and safety measures are in place. 
 
Please know that whatever learning model you chose, we will continue to provide your children with 
high quality education, and to support their learning, achievement and well-being. Our school staff 
are prepared to help your child transition back into our learning environments, and we will continue 
to partner with families to support your child’s success.  
 
We know that families have many questions about what to expect as their children return to school. 
You can find information about what to expect at the start of the school year on the Board website, 
including frequently asked questions that you may find helpful at www.yrdsb.ca/school-reopening.  
 
As your school board trustee, it is my role to advocate for quality public education in York Region, 
and to ensure that our students remain at the centre of all of our decision making. The Board of 
Trustees makes policy and budget decisions, and communicates with the public, among other 
responsibilities.  
 
We are also responsible for setting direction for the school board, through our Multi-Year Strategic 
Plan. This plan sets out four priorities: Foster Well-Being and Mental Health, Build Collaborative 
Relationships, Champion Equity and Inclusivity, and Empower Ethical Leadership.  
 
The relationship that we have with families is important, and I will continue to keep you informed of 
our work and priorities. You can also find the message from the Chair of the Board on the Board’s 
website. You are welcome to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.  
 
I hope you have a great start to the school year and wish you a happy, healthy and successful year 
ahead.  
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Self-Assessment and Symptoms during the School Day 

Please see the attached Return to School Daily Checklist. We are depending on families to use and 
adhere to the checklist and Public Health recommendations in order to keep our students, staff and 
wider community safe and healthy. 
 
We are looking forward to seeing all of our students back to school this week. 
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Elementary

Daily

Return to

Checklist

School

This year, we have new health and safety measures in place to help keep students and staff safe from the spread of 
COVID-19. Everyone, including families, plays a critical role in supporting health and safety in our school communities.

Every day, please

Screen your child for symptoms of COVID-19 and keep them home if they:

Feel sick or have symptoms of COVID-19

Have been in close contact with someone who is sick or has confirmed COVID-19 in the past 14 days

Have returned from travel outside of Canada in the past 14 days

Provide multiple snug and comfortable masks (at least 3) for your child, so they have back-ups ready.  
We suggest separate bags to store clean and dirty masks and a pouch or fanny pack to hold them.  
Wash cloth masks daily.

Review and practice proper hand washing techniques at home, especially before and after eating, 
sneezing, coughing, and adjusting a mask or cloth face covering.

Pack a full water bottle and practice providing a litterless/boomerang lunch and snacks daily. 
Sharing of food is not allowed and garbage will be sent home to help keep our schools clean.  Please 
remember that lunches cannot be dropped off at school.

If you send school supplies, such as crayons and scissors, please store them in a labelled pencil case and 
inform your child to avoid sharing.

Dress your child in weather appropriate clothing; they may be spending more time outdoors.

Make sure your information is current at school, including emergency contacts and individuals 
authorized to pick up your child from school.  When they are sick, pick up your child promptly.

Follow your school’s local protocols, including drop off and pick up protocols and using the designated 
entry doors.

Remind your child of physical distancing and following the flow of traffic and other measures in 
place at school.

Limit personal belongings being brought to school - students/parents to assess their backpacks for  
extraneous items daily.  

Please be patient and flexible as we adjust to these new measures to help keep everyone safe.


